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VOTERSSPEAK
“I’m a conservative Christian, and I 

think (Rick Santorum’s) values most line
up with mine, both personally and 

politically.”

CCaattiiee  CCaasseeyy,,  3366,,  CCoonnccoorrdd

“(Newt Gingrich)’s got the experience,
and I don’t care where he’s been, I 
only care about where he’s going. 
Our country’s in deep doo-doo.”

MMaarriiee  HHoouuddee,,  6666,,  HHeennnniikkeerr

“I like the way (Jon Huntsman) carries 
himself. He doesn’t fumble around, 
and he gets right to the point. It’s a 

gut feeling.”

PPaauull  AAuuccooiinn,,  7722,,  HHeennnniikkeerr

“I like that (Mitt Romney) is an 
honorable family man that did a real

good job in Massachusetts.”

SSuussiiee  BBuuzzzzeellll,,  7799,,  HHooppkkiinnttoonn

For more quotes from local voters on
the primary, see page B1.
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By FELICE BELMAN
Monitor staff

Former Massachusetts
governor Mitt Romney won
the 2012 New Hampshire
Republican presidential pri-
mary yesterday, succeeding
where he failed in 2008 and
besting his nearest opponent
by 16 points, despite a late bar-
rage of fierce criticism from
his competitors. He was
buoyed by voters whose main
agenda was defeating Presi-
dent Obama in November.
Romney, they said, had the
best shot.

“Tonight we celebrate.
Tomorrow we go back to
work,” Romney told support-
ers in an early evening victory
speech. “The president has
run out of ideas. Now he’s run-
ning out of excuses.”

But with much of the
Republican electorate still
apparently unconvinced about
Romney, perhaps more signifi-
cant was the race for second
and third place. Those spots
went to Texas Congressman
Ron Paul and former Utah
governor Jon Huntsman.

In a tight race for fourth
place were former House
speaker Newt Gingrich and
former U.S. senator Rick San-
torum – candidates who both
enjoyed a brief flurry of popu-
larity before most voters ulti-
mately chose someone else.
Coming in last among the
major candidates was Texas
Gov. Rick Perry, who spent lit-
tle time in New Hampshire
and finished poorly in last
week’s Iowa caucuses.

At the polls, many voters
seemed in a pragmatic mood.
Maleeka Lloyd of Concord, for
instance, cast her ballot for
Romney. “He is the only one
who can beat Obama,” she
said.

And some voters rewarded
those who paid homage to the
state’s first-in-the-nation elec-
tion tradition. Deborah Woods,
56, of Concord, was a Hunts-
man voter. “I really appreciat-
ed all the time he spent in the
state,” she said. 

In the months leading up to

MITT’S MOMENT

ANDREA MORALES / Monitor staff

Mitt Romney greets supporters at his election night party at Southern New Hampshire University after winning the New Hampshire primary.

See PRIMARY ––  A5

By BEN LEUBSDORF
Monitor staff

Jon Huntsman bet his pres-
idential hopes on New Hamp-
shire, and last night he said
his third-place finish in the
Granite State was good
enough to give his campaign a
critical boost and continue on
to the next contest.

“I say third place is a ticket
to ride, ladies and gentlemen,”
Huntsman told cheering sup-
porters packed into the Black
Brimmer American Bar and
Grill in Manchester. “Hello,
South Carolina!”

As the votes were counted
last night, Huntsman was in
third place with about 17 per-
cent, finishing behind former
Massachusetts governor Mitt
Romney and Texas Congress-

man Ron Paul.
Stuck in single digits in

some surveys just last week,
polls showed Huntsman with
the wind at his back in the
campaign’s final days, though

he couldn’t catch up to Paul.
And after clashing with

Romney in last weekend’s
debates over his service as

Huntsman has ‘ticket to ride’

By KAREN LANGLEY
Monitor staff

After capturing the New
Hampshire primary victory
denied him four years earlier,
Mitt Romney looked beyond
the nominating battle and
sharpened his call for replac-
ing President Obama.

Romney was favored in
New Hampshire from the
start, and he strode to the
stage at Southern New
Hampshire University in
Manchester to declare victo-
ry less than half an hour

after the polls closed – and to
look ahead to the next con-
test.

“The president has run
out of ideas. Now, he’s run-
ning out of excuses,” Rom-
ney said. “Tonight we are
asking the good people of
South Carolina to join the cit-
izens of New Hampshire and
make 2012 the year he runs
out of time.”

Romney claimed 39 per-
cent of the vote, finishing 16
points ahead of his nearest
challenger, Texas Congress-
man Ron Paul. During his
first run for president, in
2008, Romney placed second

President ‘running
out of excuses’

Romney targets
Obama in win

By MATTHEW SPOLAR
Monitor staff

Just as the Republican
primary race was starting to
get chippy, here comes South
Carolina.

Shortly after staffers, sup-
porters and the national
press corps awake from last

night’s New Hampshire
finale, the Palmetto State will
present them with a more
socially conservative, job-
starved electorate – and a
legacy of brutal campaign-
ing.

“South Carolina has a
long history of bare-knuckle
primary elections and, given
the tone and tenor of the
race in the final days of New
Hampshire . . . I suspect
South Carolina will live up to

its rough-and-tumble tradi-
tion,” said Ray Sullivan,
spokesman for Texas Gov.
Rick Perry, who skipped New
Hampshire to go straight to
South Carolina after a fifth-
place showing in Iowa.

Well before last night’s
long-anticipated romp by
Mitt Romney, candidates
were gearing up their South
Carolina organizations to

Anti-Romney race
will only intensify 

No rest as South Carolina beckons See HUNTSMAN ––  A4

JOHN TULLY / Monitor staff

Jon Huntsman told his audience: “Hello, South Carolina!”

See ROMNEY ––  A6

See AHEAD ––  A5

TOTALS
MITT ROMNEY

39%

RICK SANTORUM

9%

NEWT GINGRICH

9%

RON PAUL

23%
JON HUNTSMAN

17%

RICK PERRY

1%
278 of 301 precincts

Third-place finish
sends him to S.C.

Romney makes good on second chance; Paul, Huntsman follow behind
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By JENNIFER AGIESTA 
Associated Press 

Mitt Romney won New
Hampshire’s Republican
presidential primary by build-
ing on the strengths that car-
ried him to a narrow victory
in Iowa and bringing in a
broader coalition of Tea Party
supporters and conserva-
tives, according to exit polls. 

The economy: New
Hampshire voters were more
apt than Iowa caucus-goers
to say the economy was the
most important issue in
deciding their vote, and the
issue was again Romney’s
best.

Among the 61 percent of
voters who called it their top
issue, Romney more than
doubled the support of his
nearest competitor. Romney
and Ron Paul split the votes
of the 24 percent who called
the federal budget deficit
their top issue. Health care
was cited as a top concern by
just 5 percent. 

Looking ahead: As in
Iowa, Romney’s argument
that he is the most electable
candidate buoyed his candi-
dacy in New Hampshire. Just
over a third said their most
important consideration was
finding a candidate who
could defeat President
Obama in November, and
Romney won 62 percent of
their votes. A majority of vot-
ers said they would be satis-
fied if Romney became the
party’s nominee, while
majorities said they would be
dissatisfied with Newt Gin-
grich, Paul or Rick Santo-
rum. 

Iowa trouble spots: Rom-
ney carried New Hamp-
shire’s conservatives and
Tea Party supporters – both
groups he failed to win in
Iowa – and held a 10-point
advantage among those who
made up their minds in the
last few days of the contest. 

Registered indepen-
dents: Voters who are regis-
tered as independents or
who have not chosen a party
made up 45 percent of voters
this time around compared
to 34 percent in 2008. These

voters split between Romney
and Paul, with Jon Hunts-
man in third. Romney car-
ried registered Republicans
by more than 30 percentage
points. Unaffiliated voters in
New Hampshire can choose
to participate in either
party’s primary; there was
not a contested Democratic
primary this year. 

Debates: The frequent
debates that have marked
the campaign thus far were
an important factor for 84
percent of New Hampshire
Republican voters. Though
they had been viewed as a
strong point for Gingrich, he
carried just 11 percent of vot-
ers who considered them
important. 

Religion: Santorum and
Gingrich failed to gain trac-
tion among their fellow
Catholics; Romney carried
the group with 45 percent of
the vote while no other candi-
date broke 20 percent. Rom-
ney held a narrow edge
among the state’s evangeli-
cal voters; they made up 22
percent of voters. 

Ad wars: Most New
Hampshire voters said cam-
paign advertising was not a
major factor in their vote.
Voters were divided on which
candidate ran the most
unfair campaign, with about
a quarter each saying Gin-
grich and Romney were the
worst offenders. 

Getting out the vote:
About half of New Hamp-
shire GOP voters said they
were contacted by the cam-
paign of the candidate they
voted for, with most of those
reached by the more tradi-
tional methods of mail or
phone than by email or text
message. 

The exit poll was conduct-
ed for The Associated Press
and the television networks
by Edison Research as vot-
ers left their polling places at
40 randomly selected sites in
New Hampshire. Prelimi-
nary results include inter-
views with 2,760 voters and
have a margin of sampling
error of plus or minus 3 per-
centage points. 

Polls: Romney wins
with broad coalition

GRAND AMBITIONS

By SARAH PALERMO
Monitor staff

Ron Paul ended his New
Hampshire primary campaign
the same way he began it: in
front of an adoring crowd who
chanted his name as he
pledged to restore constitu-
tional freedoms.

Paul, who finished second
to Mitt Romney in the New
Hampshire primary with 23
percent of the vote, had held
steady near the top of the pack
almost all summer and
through the fall, as opponents
rose and then fell around him
and Romney. And like Rom-
ney, Paul had a much better
night than he’d had four years
ago: Then he had finished fifth
with about 8 percent of the
vote.

Romney “certainly had a
clear-cut victory, but we’re
nibbling at his heels,” Paul
told a packed room of sup-
porters at the Executive
Court in Manchester last
night. “There’s been another
victory tonight. . . . We have
had a victory for the cause of
liberty tonight. There is no
doubt that this whole effort
that we are involved in will
not go unnoticed.”

In an interview after the
celebration, Paul said he was-
n’t surprised by the strong fin-
ish even though pundits had
continued to doubt him. 

“Once they said we were at
9 percent and we always would
be, that there’s no more liber-
ty-lovers out there. A couple
months ago they said we’d be
in single digits forever, but I
think this election proves
there’s a lot more than 9,” he
said.

Paul, 76, says he’s inspired
and energized by his young
supporters, and that they keep
him going.

He’s held fewer events than
other campaigns, especially
during the last week, but the
crowds have never been small.

At some campaign events
in the past few days, passion-
ate supporters from beyond
the state’s borders left little
room for undecided voters to
squeeze in and hear him out,
but Paul’s base has apparently
grown beyond the coalition of
libertarians, drug-legalization
activists and anti-war protest-
ers.

“We’re no longer an irate,
tireless minority,” Paul said
last night to supporters. 

Twenty-one year old
Benedetto Ferrandi of Newton
was in the crowd after casting
his first presidential ballot that
morning, hoping not to gain
energy but to give some.

“I really like his views, that
he’s a libertarian on the
issues, on bringing home the
troops and that we shouldn’t

be the policeman of the
world,” Ferrandi said.

He skipped his shift at the
Mall of New Hampshire to
attend the party, hoping to
send Paul off to South Carolina
on a wave of support. “I want
him to feel everybody’s energy
and everybody’s support and
go to the next step, the next
state and on to all,” he said.

In a phone interview after
the party, Paul said he was
already looking ahead to the
primary in South Carolina, a
bigger state where town halls
and back-and-forth exchanges
with voters are more rare than
in New Hampshire. But they’ll
still be important. “I can’t
change the message and I
can’t change my position. I
have to just reach more peo-
ple,” he said. 

“I was talking to some peo-
ple and they told me they just
decided yesterday or they just
decided today (to vote for
Paul), so the answer is you
have to reach them, go on the
campaign trail and talk to
them.”

The campaign has benefit-
ed from a flood of youthful vol-
unteers. Jessica Abbott, 22,
was one of them. All day yes-
terday, she phoned undecided
voters. Once she started talk-
ing about Paul, she said, “they
were very receptive.”

She spent the most time
talking about his “consistency
and character,” and found it
was a popular message.

“I think deep down inside
they know that if they vote for
somebody’s who’s going to at
least be honest, they’re going
to get a better government out
of it.”

That’s what got Victoria
Houle’s vote.

The 24-year-old from Derry
said she doesn’t like politics,
doesn’t trust politicians, and is
worried about the state of the
economy.

“It seems like he wouldn’t
put on a front. I feel like all the
other ones are just a face and
other people make the deci-
sions.”

(Sarah Palermo can be
reached at 369-3322 or
spalermo@cmonitor.com.)

‘We’re nibbling’ at Romney’s heels, he tells supporters

Paul celebrates 2nd with fans

ALEXANDER COHN / Monitor staff

Newt Gingrich buttons stare back from a board outside his victory party at the Manchester Radisson last night.
Gingrich finished behind Mitt Romney, Ron Paul and Jon Huntsman; late last night he was competing with for-
mer Pennsylvania senator Rick Santorum for fourth place in the New Hampshire primary.

GREG LINDSTROM photos / Monitor staff

Above: Ron Paul and his wife, Carol, greet supporters during his election night party at the Executive Court
Banquet Facility in Manchester. Below: Audience members show off their U.S. flags at the Paul party.

“There’s been
another victory
tonight. . . . We

have had a 
victory for the
cause of liberty

tonight.”
Texas Rep. Ron Paul

in New Hampshire to eventu-
al Republican nominee John
McCain.

Having won the Iowa cau-
cuses by eight votes last
week, Romney now heads to
the first Southern primary.
He flies to South Carolina
this morning to campaign for
the Jan. 21 contest.

Since declaring his candi-
dacy in June at a Stratham
farm, Romney, a former gov-
ernor of Massachusetts who
owns a home in Wolfeboro,
stuck fast to his argument
that his conservative values
and business experience
make him the best candidate
to beat Obama and reinvigo-
rate the economy. He rarely
strayed from that message,
though rivals for the Republi-
can nomination tried in the
final days before the primary
to portray his tenure at the
head of a private equity firm
as the work of a corporate
marauder who profited by
cutting jobs.

Last night, Romney dis-
missed those attempts as an
attack on entrepreneurship
better suited to the left. 

“President Obama wants
to put free enterprise on
trial,” he said. “In the last few
days, we have seen some
desperate Republicans join
forces with him. This is such
a mistake for our party and
for our nation.”

Romney made the New
Hampshire primary a focus
of this campaign, visiting the
state frequently and drawing
on relationships with local
Republicans that he had
maintained and built since
his first run. His advisers in
the state credit him with run-
ning a more disciplined cam-
paign with a leaner staff.

For much of the primary
campaign, Romney floated
above the Republican fray,
focusing his sights on Obama
while leaving his opponents
to assert themselves as an
alternative. Last night he
sharpened his argument
against the Democratic pres-
ident.

“He wants to turn Ameri-
ca into a European-style
social welfare state,” Rom-
ney said. “We want to ensure
that we remain a free and
prosperous land of opportuni-
ty.”

Romney declared that
Obama has grown the gov-
ernment while he would
shrink it, damaged the
nation’s credit rating while
he would restore it and
pushed for a health care law
that he would repeal.

And he pledged, as he has
at business roundtables and
spaghetti dinners and town
hall meetings throughout the
state, to create an economic
climate where jobs would
flourish.

“When it comes to the
economy, my highest priority
as president will be worrying
about your job, not about sav-
ing my own,” he said.

Yesterday afternoon in
Allenstown, Shawna Moore, a
25-year-old independent
voter who works in account-
ing, said she voted for Rom-
ney because of his career in
business.

“I haven’t been happy with
how our government has
been going,” she said. “I’m
hoping if we get a business-
man in there we’ll get back
on track.”

Cheryl Bouley, a 44-year-
old Republican also from
Allenstown, said she support-
ed Romney for much the
same reason. Bouley, who
works for a large health
insurance company, said she
was not persuaded by
charges that Romney made
his money by investing in
companies and laying off
their workers. She said her
own employer has acquired
smaller companies and laid
off workers when needed.

“The thing is sometimes
you have to do that to save a
business,” she said. “If a
business can’t survive with
the people they have, they
have to restructure and start
over.”

Romney’s dominance in
the voting yesterday extend-
ed nearly throughout the
state. Last night, Paul was
leading Romney in northern
Coos County, while Romney
led the remaining nine coun-
ties. Four years ago, he won
only Hillsborough and Rock-
ingham counties, which bor-
der Massachusetts.

(Karen Langley can be
reached at 369-3316 or klan-
gley@cmonitor.com.)

ROMNEY Continued from A1



the New Hampshire vote,
Romney never lost his lead in
statewide polling. Some
showed him likely to win as
much as 40 percent of the
vote. The race tightened in
the final days of the race as
New Hampshire voters –
notoriously slow to commit to
a candidate – made up their
minds. Romney’s competitors
turned their sights on him in
the final hours of the cam-
paign, portraying him as a
ruthless profit-seeker who
laid off workers in the 1980s
and ’90s while running the
venture capital firm Bain
Capital.

When he stumbled on
Monday in a comment about
health insurance – saying
that he liked being able to fire
people – his opponents glee-
fully pounced.

With 92 percent of the
votes tallied, Romney had
captured 39 percent. Paul had
23 percent, Huntsman 17,
Gingrich 9, Santorum 9, and
Perry just 1 percent.

In the Concord area, most
communities went for Rom-
ney – but there were excep-
tions. In Boscawen, Paul beat
Romney by seven votes. He
also beat him in Pittsfield,
Chichester, Epsom, Webster
and New Hampton. Hunts-
man carried Canterbury, 197-
140, over Romney, and beat
Romney by a single vote in
Henniker.

There was also a Democ-
ratic ballot yesterday. Obama
had no serious competition,
but the party encouraged vot-
ers to participate and send a
strong message of support. In
Concord, there were actually
more votes cast for Obama on
the Democratic side than
there were Republican votes
for Romney.

Even before the polls had
closed, activists and com-
mentators were speculating
on what comes next. Will any
of the candidates fold up their
campaigns after New Hamp-
shire? Will the sharp criti-
cism of Romney by his oppo-
nents escalate – and will he
be able to counter it? Will
Huntsman be able to capital-
ize on his third-place show-
ing? 

Last night’s election
marked the end of a New
Hampshire campaign that
differed starkly from most of
those that came before.
Because of Romney’s formi-
dable campaign apparatus,
bank account and familiarity
with New Hampshire, his
opponents were slow to join
the race. Because so much
campaigning was done via
nationally televised debates
and on the talk shows of Fox
TV, New Hampshire voters
had less face-to-face interac-
tion with the candidates than
in years past. And because
they calculated that they
would do better in states with
more socially conservative
voters, some candidates
chose not to compete serious-
ly here.

Even the weather was
strange: Unless they were
here over Halloween, few
candidates actually had to
campaign through the leg-
endary snows of New Hamp-
shire.

Some potential Republican
candidates – Sarah Palin,
Donald Trump, Chris Christie
– teased the voters for
months but ultimately didn’t
run. Some actual candidates
vanished before Election
Day: Michele Bachmann,
Herman Cain and Tim Paw-
lenty.

Non-Romney
When the field finally coa-

lesced, the race became
largely a competition among
the other candidates to pre-
sent voters a non-Romney
alternative. And while there
weren’t enormous differences
on the issues, the candidates
presented a broad range of
personalities and campaign
dramas. Consider:

• Perry drew intense
interest when he first entered
the race, but a series of publi-
cized gaffes quickly gave vot-
ers pause. And he spent scant
time in New Hampshire,
making it difficult for voters
here to connect with him.
After a poor showing in Iowa,
it briefly seemed as if Perry
might drop out altogether. A
day later, he was back – and
headed to South Carolina,
where he calculated his
chances might be greater
than here. New Hampshire
voters barely paid attention
to him at the polls.

• For months, no one was
paying much attention to San-
torum in New Hampshire.
His brand of social conser-
vatism, after all, was less like-
ly to play well here than else-
where. But after he came

close to beating Romney in
Iowa, there was a frenzy of
interest in his campaign –
interest that included heck-
lers, an international media
scrum and a testy exchange
with college students about
gay marriage. In the end,
however, it didn’t last; his
campaign in New Hampshire
ultimately fell short.

“We knew it would be
tough,” Santorum told sup-
porters last night in Man-
chester, but he defended his
decision to campaign in New
Hampshire. “We wanted to
respect the process,” he said.

Santorum vowed to contin-
ue, assuring the crowd that
his economic message
focused on manufacturing
jobs would resonate in blue-
collar swing states like Ohio
and his home state of Penn-
sylvania.

• Gingrich, who had the
full-throated support of the
New Hampshire Union
Leader, spent a long stretch
of the campaign as the candi-
date who refused to criticize
his Republican opponents –
as unlikely as that sometimes
seemed, given his combative
persona when he was speak-
er of the House. But after
supporters of Romney spent
big on anti-Gingrich ads in
Iowa, he changed his tune.
National reporters character-
ized Gingrich as a candidate
on a suicide mission: eager to
take Romney down, even if he
couldn’t win the nomination
himself.

At his election night party,
he made clear his campaign
would continue.

“I’m asking each of you not
to slow down,” Gingrich told
his supporters. “The next
couple of days, make a list of
every person you know in
South Carolina, every person
you know in Florida, because
those are the next two great
contests.”

• Huntsman ran the most
classic campaign of all: hold-
ing scads of question-and-
answer events at town halls
across the state. He ignored
the Iowa contest altogether,
repeating New Hampshire’s
famous putdown: Iowa picks
corn; New Hampshire picks
presidents. But until the very
last week, Huntsman’s efforts
seemed to hardly make a rip-
ple. He found his voice over
the weekend, portraying his
work as ambassador to China
for the Obama administration
as patriotic – and Romney’s
criticism of it as unseemly.

Last night, Huntman stood
in front of a sign with the
words of his new slogan:
Country First. He seemed
delighted with third place.
“Ladies and gentlemen, I
think we’re in the hunt,” he
said.

• Paul, at 76 by far the old-
est candidate of the bunch,
found enthusiastic support
among young voters, many of
whom liked his anti-war and
libertarian positions. 

Elena Martinez, 19, a stu-
dent at Saint Anselm College,
said she voted for Paul – in
part because he didn’t spend
too much time talking about
his faith or his family. “I don’t
think he’s insane like the
other people,” she said. “He’s
talking about what he wants
to do with the economy and
his actual plans, not how long
you worked for a company or
about your personal family
life. Like, I don’t care. I just
want to know what you’re
going to do to fix the country,
and he’s been the one telling
people what he wants to do.”

At his election night party
in Manchester, Paul joked
about his rivals’ critique of his
platform as “dangerous.” 

“They are telling the truth.
Because we are dangerous –
to the status quo,” Paul said
to loud cheers. 

• Romney, whom all the
others were trying to beat,
was the very picture of a dis-
ciplined establishment
Republican candidate. He
had the campaign infrastruc-
ture, he had the money and
he rarely wavered from his
pro-jobs, anti-Obama mes-
sage. In Iowa and again in
New Hampshire, it worked –
even as the Tea Party and the
Occupy Wall Street move-
ments tried to rally public
opinion against the status
quo.

His supporters said they
liked his business experience
– and they thought he had the
best chance of success.

Jim MacEachern, a man-
ager for a high-tech firm, sup-
ported Romney in 2007 and
has been waiting since then
for the chance to vote for him
again. 

“That is not just a Republi-
can election,” he said outside
a polling place in Derry.
“We’ll have to attract inde-

pendents. The ultimate goal
is to beat Barack Obama.” 

Finally, excitement
What did the voters make

of the race? For months, it
seemed, there was a distinct
lack of enthusiasm for this
year’s crop of candidates –
especially compared with the
riveting contests of 2008, in
which Romney competed with
John McCain on the Republi-
can side and Hillary Clinton
and Obama fought it out for
the Democrats.

In the final few weeks,
however, when it was sudden-
ly easier to bump into Gin-
grich on the street or Rom-
ney’s many sons in a sand-
wich shop, the buzz began to
grow. Journalists arrived
from across the globe. Bus-
loads of college kids came to
town. There was little else in
the newspaper or on TV.

Many voters said they
wanted a candidate who could
put the economy back on
firmer footing. But they drew
different conclusions about
who was most likely to do so.

Marie Houde, 66, of Hen-
niker, sized up the field and
decided Gingrich was the
country’s only hope. “He’s got
the experience, and I don’t
care where he’s been; I only
care about where he’s going,”
she said. “Our country’s in
deep doo-doo.”

For Laurie Boxbaum, 54, of
Hollis, Romney made the
most sense – and this from a
woman who counted herself
among Obama supporters in
2008. Now, she says, the coun-
try is headed toward “finan-
cial disaster.” As for Romney?
“I find him just to be an hon-
est man,” she said. “A lot of
people don’t like him. I do.”

George Rickley, 65, of Con-
cord, figured Huntsman was
most practical. “He’s not a
wholly owned property. I think
he’s looking for bipartisan
solutions to very complicated
problems.”

Not everyone, however,
seemed certain their vote
would make a difference.

Norman Lariviere, 71, of
Weare, chose Paul in part
because of his emphasis on
cutting government spending.
“I don’t know if he’s got a
chance or not,” he acknowl-
edged. “I don’t know if I wast-
ed my vote or not.”

This morning, the cam-
paign has moved on to South
Carolina. New Hampshire
voters are getting back to real
life, the Legislature will again
take center stage in Concord,
and snow is in the forecast for
tomorrow.

“It’s nice that all of the
attention is focused here,”
said Fred Pilch, 84, of Hopkin-
ton, “but by at least Thursday
it’ll all be over, and they’ll for-
get about us.”

(Felice Belman can be
reached at 369-3370 or 
fbelman@cmonitor.com. Staff
writers Molly A.K. Connors,
Ben Leubsdorf, Sarah Paler-
mo and Maddie Hanna con-
tributed to this report. Stu-
dents from American Universi-
ty who contributed to voters’
voices coverage were Douglas
Bell, Hannah Blatt, Heather
Caygle, Stefanie Dazio,
Joshua Lapidus, Hayley Miller,
Amanda Muscavage, Elaura
Rifkin, Kelli Sakalousky, David
Schultz, Meagan Shamberger,
Allison Terry and Forrest
Young.)
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JAN. 21
South Carolina (primary)

JAN. 31
Florida (primary)

FEB. 4
Nevada (caucus)

FEB. 4–11
Maine (caucus)

FEB. 7
Colorado (caucus)
Minnesota (caucus)
Missouri (primary)*

FEB. 28
Arizona (primary)
Michigan (primary)

MARCH 3
Washington (caucus)

MARCH 6
Alaska (caucus)
Georgia (primary)
Idaho (caucus)
Massachusetts (primary)
North Dakota (caucus)
Ohio (primary)
Oklahoma (primary)
Tennessee (primary)
Vermont (primary)
Virginia (primary)

MARCH 6-10
Wyoming (caucus)

MARCH 10
Kansas (caucus)
U.S. Virgin Islands (caucus)

MARCH 13
Alabama (primary)
Hawaii (caucus)
Mississippi (primary)

MARCH 17
Missouri (GOP caucus)*

MARCH 20
Illinois (primary)

MARCH 24
Louisiana (primary)

APRIL 3
District of Columbia (primary)
Maryland (primary)
Wisconsin (primary)
Texas (primary)

APRIL 24
Connecticut (primary)
Delaware (primary)
New York (primary)
Pennsylvania (primary)
Rhode Island (primary)

MAY 8
Indiana (primary)
North Carolina (primary)
West Virginia (primary)

MAY 15
Nebraska (primary)
Oregon (primary)

MAY 22
Arkansas (primary)
Kentucky (primary)

JUNE 5
California (primary)
Montana (primary)
New Jersey (primary)
New Mexico (primary)
South Dakota (primary)

JUNE 26
Utah (primary)
*Missouri will hold a primary on 
Feb. 7, which will not count for 
delegates toward the 2012 
GOP convention. The Missouri 
Republican Party will hold a 
caucus on March 17, which will 
determine the delegates sent 
to the convention.

Source: 
2012presidentialelectionnews.com

Primary
calendar

CHARLOTTE THIBAULT / Monitor staff

compete over the next 10
days. Starting today, a group
supporting Newt Gingrich will
begin a $3.4 million onslaught
of television and radio ads
painting Romney as a ruth-
less capitalist who slashed
jobs at companies he invested
in while running Bain Capital,
a private equity firm. The ads
are backed by a $5 million
donation from billionaire casi-
no owner and friend Sheldon
Adelson to Gingrich’s Win-
ning Our Future Super PAC, a
new fundraising apparatus
that can take in unlimited
cash.

Recent primary cycles in
South Carolina have been col-
ored by rancor and smear tac-
tics. In 2000, George W. Bush
won South Carolina, erasing a
19-point trouncing by Sen.
John McCain in New Hamp-
shire, after an unidentified
group used so-called push
polls that described McCain’s
wife, Cindy, as a drug addict
and said the couple’s adopted
daughter, Bridget, was a black
child fathered by McCain out
of wedlock.

In 2008, Bill Clinton was
accused of injecting race into
the Democratic contest
between his wife, Hillary Clin-
ton, and Barack Obama.

Chip Felkel, a Republican
strategist in South Carolina
who consulted on both of
Bush’s presidential cam-
paigns, said the primary there
will likely escalate tensions
that were simmering toward
the end of the New Hamp-
shire campaign. It remains to
be seen, however, if attacks on
Romney might backfire.

“If you’re not careful, that
can come off as a lot of sour
grapes,” Felkel said.

Criticism of Romney’s
business background as it
relates to job losses may res-
onate more in South Carolina
than it did here. South Caroli-
na’s unemployment rate is 9.9
percent – the first time it has
dropped below 10 percent
since April – while New
Hampshire’s unemployment
rate for November was 5.2
percent. 

With Romney now the first
non-incumbent Republican to
win in both Iowa and New
Hampshire since 1976, Felkel
said the “inevitability factor”
may start to kick in for South
Carolina voters. Romney has
been about 10 points ahead in
the most recent South Caroli-
na polls, followed by Rick San-
torum and Gingrich in a dead
heat for second place.

“In a lot of people’s minds,
they’re just going to go with
the guy that seems to have
been vetted in Iowa and New
Hampshire,” Felkel said.

Jim Dyke, an unaligned
Republican strategist at the
South Carolina firm JDA
Frontline, said the state com-
bines the political rigors of
smaller early voting states
like Iowa and New Hamp-
shire with challenges of run-
ning in a larger state like
Florida. South Carolina’s Jan.
21 primary is followed by
Florida on Jan. 31 and the
Nevada caucuses Feb. 4.

“You’ve got aggressive
television markets, you’ve got
an organizational task, and
you’ve got to engage at the
same time in retail politics,”
he said. “In cycles past, this
was sort of the end of the line,
but I suspect . . . one or two
(candidates) might try to stay
in (afterward) with hopes of
catching fire down the line.”

Dyke said “everybody feels
like the ‘conservative alterna-
tive’ could emerge from
South Carolina.”

Echoing that sentiment,
Sullivan of the Perry cam-
paign said yesterday, “The
race to be the conservative
alternative to Mitt Romney is
wide open, and certainly we
think South Carolina will
have something to say about
that.”

South Carolina is friendly
territory for socially conserv-
ative Republicans, and Felkel
said Santorum – the former
Pennsylvania senator known
for his ardent opposition to
gay marriage and abortion –
could stand to benefit the
most from the change in
political scenery.

“He hasn’t been the sub-
ject of a lot of people ganging
up on him,” Felkel said. “He
has the opportunity to create
his own narrative.”

Dyke said it will no longer
be enough to champion a
strong second- or third-place
finish, as Texas Congressman
Ron Paul and former Utah
governor Jon Huntsman
sought to do in New Hamp-
shire last night. In South Car-
olina, someone other than
Romney must take first place,
he said, or risk irrelevance.

“It’s harder to proclaim
you’ve become the real chal-
lenger to Romney because
you came in second,” Dyke
said.

(Matthew Spolar can be
reached at 369-3309 or
mspolar@cmonitor.com.)
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“You’ve got
aggressive 

television markets,
you’ve got an

organizational
task, and you’ve
got to engage at
the same time in
retail politics. In
cycles past, this
was sort of the
end of the line,

but I suspect . . .
one or two 

(candidates)
might try to stay
in (afterward).”
Jim Dyke, unaligned
Republican strategist

concordmonitor.com/report-to-readersconcordmonitor.com/report-to-readers

What’s new in the newsroom?

“REPORT TO READERS” BLOG“REPORT TO READERS” BLOG
MONITOR EDITOR FELICE BELMAN’S

PRIMARY Continued from A1



President Obama’s ambas-
sador to China, Huntsman
found a new campaign slogan
– “Country First” – and a new
energy on the trail.

Both were on display last
night as supporters chanted
“Join the Hunt” and “Country
First” while Huntsman
shared the stage with his
wife, Mary Kaye, his three
adult daughters, his son-in-
law and his parents, Karen
and Jon Sr.

“Ladies and gentlemen, I
love this state,” Huntsman
said to cheers. “We have
worked hard and diligently.
We have pounded the pave-
ment. We have shaken hands.
We have had conversations.
We have won people over, per-
son by person. This is the old
way to get politics done in
New Hampshire, and my con-
fidence in the system is
reborn because of the people
of New Hampshire.”

Huntsman, 51, the Man-
darin-speaking former gover-
nor of Utah, resigned as the
U.S. ambassador to China last
year and returned to the Unit-
ed States to seek the Republi-
can nomination to face his old
boss, Obama, in November’s
general election.

He officially entered the
race in June. But he stalled in
low single digits in national
polls and had trouble raising
money, loaning millions of his
own dollars to the campaign
to keep it going.

Huntsman decided to stake
everything on the New Hamp-
shire primary – in the fall, the
campaign closed its national
headquarters in Orlando, Fla.,
and set up shop on Elm Street
in Manchester.

He campaigned here
relentlessly, keeping up a
busy schedule of town halls,
meet-and-greets and house
parties across the state.
Huntsman blitzed across New
Hampshire in the campaign’s
last week, from the Monad-
nock region to the North

Country, from the Upper Val-
ley to the Seacoast.

And, first in a televised
debate Sunday and then at
campaign stops later that day
and Monday, Huntsman
began to attack Romney
directly and with more vigor
than he had before.

At issue: Romney’s criti-
cism of Huntsman’s work in
China under a Democratic
president and Romney’s
comment Monday that he
likes “being able to fire peo-
ple who provide services to
me.” Romney, in answer to a
question, was talking about
giving consumers the ability
to fire health insurers who
provide poor service, but
some of his opponents seized
on the quote, including
Huntsman.

“It’s become abundantly

clear over the last couple of
days what differentiates Gov.
Romney and me,” Huntsman
told reporters Monday in Con-
cord. “I will always put my
country first. It seems that
Gov. Romney believes in
putting politics first. Gov.
Romney enjoys firing people.
I enjoy creating jobs.”

A visibly invigorated
Huntsman began drawing
larger crowds to his events,
especially in southern New
Hampshire. And larger packs
of news media began follow-

ing him on the trail, augment-
ing the small band of just days
before.

“We love New Hampshire
voters. We’ve given this state
our heart and soul,” Hunts-
man said yesterday as he vis-
ited Manchester’s Ward 1
polling place, Webster Ele-
mentary School, surrounded
by a crush of reporters, televi-
sion cameras and cheering
supporters. “All of this – I love
the voters of this state.”

Huntsman is a fiscal con-
servative but more moderate

than the rest of the Republi-
can field on some social
issues, supporting civil unions
for same-sex couples, for
example. But he told Monitor
editors in a December inter-
view, “don’t mistake a moder-
ate temperament, a person
who believes in actually sit-
ting all . . . points of view
around a table and making a
decision based on that, with a
moderate record.”

Don Graff, 49, came out to
Huntsman’s party last night
in Manchester. The Bedford

Republican said he voted for
Huntsman because he liked
his foreign-policy experience
and generally agreed with
him on the issues.

“Obviously, if he came in
first or second, that would be
better,” Graff said. “But, con-
sidering it wasn’t too long ago
that he was way back in the
pack, I think it’s a very
respectable showing.”

(Ben Leubsdorf can be
reached at 369-3307 or 
bleubsdorf@cmonitor.com)
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JOHN TULLY / Monitor staff

Former Utah governor and Republican presidential candidate Jon Huntsman takes the stage with his wife, Mary
Kaye, and family last night in Manchester to announce he will continue his campaign into South Carolina.

HUNTSMAN Continued from A1

Jon Huntsman
campaigned here

relentlessly, 
keeping up a busy
schedule of town
halls, meet-and-
greets and house
parties across the
state. Huntsman

blitzed across
New Hampshire
in the campaign’s
last week, from
the Monadnock

region to the
North Country,
from the Upper

Valley to the 
Seacoast.
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